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 Dennis Anderson
 476-1300
 4160 N. Ocoee St.

 Together we’ll decide what to keep, what 
 to scrap and what to use to create a new 

 and fabulous piece.

 Call Ellen to make an appointment: 
 423-479-2847

Banner photos, AUTUMN HUGHES

RHIANNON NELSON 
climbs on a monkey bar dome 
at Mosby Park. Swings are 
shown in the background, in 
front of neighboring Pleasant 
Grove Missionary Baptist 
Church.

By AUTUMN HUGHES
Staff Writer

Most of my assignments 
for the Cleveland Dai-

ly Banner fi nd me sitting in 
government meeting rooms, 
listening and taking notes 
while decisions are made and 
tax dollars spent. 

Other assignments can take 
me to local businesses for 
interviews and photos.

But it’s the rare, truly enjoy-
able assignment that allows 
me to spend an afternoon with 
my daughter, exploring some 
of Cleveland’s playgrounds.

As children, the playground 
is often our social hub. How-
ever, as we grow up the allure 
of playgrounds begins to lose 
its appeal. The magic of the 
slides and thrill of the swings 
returns when we become 
parents — or guardians, aunts 
and uncles, or honorary care-
givers for youngsters.

So when given the oppor-
tunity to select a topic for 
the “Summer Living” spe-
cial section, I focused on 
playgrounds. My 9-year-old 

daughter, Rhiannon, and 
I checked out Schimmels 
Park, Mosby Park and Blythe 
Oldfi eld Playground (her twin 
brother, Riley, and their dad, 
Thomas, were camping with 
their Cub Scout pack so it was 
a mother-daughter kind of 
day).

 And, while there are play-
grounds at local schools, we 
chose to visit playgrounds 
based in public parks.

Of course, my daughter 
simply had to try out every 
slide, climbing apparatus and 
element of each playground.

MOSBY PARK
This park is located at 150 

Shepard St. N.E., off  Inman 
Street, adjacent to Pleasant 
Grove Missionary Baptist 
Church.

Mosby Park’s playground 
also includes several slides, 
climbing elements and learn-
ing and game stations. Look 
for an in-ground marker for 
“Mama Jessie’s” Playground, 
placed in memory of “Jessie E. 

THIS MARKER, left, for 
“Mama Jessie’s” Playground is 
located at Mosby Park. There 
is playground equipment for 
preschoolers up to tweens at 
this park on Shepard Street, 
just off Inman Street.

Mom and daughter explore 
Cleveland playgrounds

See PLAY, Page 3
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PLAY
From Page 2

Davis Sept. 14, 1924 - Jan. 28, 2000.”
There is playground equipment for 

preschoolers up to tweens at this park. 
Parking is plentiful, and there are lots 
of open grassy areas where youngsters 
can run off  energy between rounds on 
the swings and slides. Wood mulch 
covers the playground area.

There are two “Bigfoot” slides, each 
with three smaller slides incorporated 
in the design. There are diff erent tex-
tures on the slide surfaces, including 
one with oval “bumps” that produce a 
bouncy ride — my daughter loved that 
one.

The playground is located adjacent 
to Mosby Park Swimming Pool, which 
has slides and a splash pad. The pool is 
open Memorial Day weekend through 
Labor Day weekend.

BLYTHE OLDFIELD 
PLAYGROUND

Of the three playground we visited on 
our whirlwind tour, my daughter liked 
Blythe Oldfi eld’s the best.

“This one’s good because there’s 

a neighborhood around it!” she ex-
claimed.

This was also the only playground 
where other children were playing on a 
sunny Saturday afternoon. Some kids 
were there in pairs to play basketball or 
ride their bicycles, while others arrived 
by vehicle with their parents in tow.

Blythe Oldfi eld Playground has a 
rubber chip surface along with fi rmer 
walking paths leading past benches. 
Seating is also available under the 
picnic pavilion, which is where the 
restrooms are located.

We checked out the “Little Free 
Library” and noticed there were books 
for adults as well as children — one title 
was about helping children deal with 
bullying.

Blythe Oldfi eld Playground is located 
at 1075 Blythe Ave.

SCHIMMELS PARK
Located at 1700 Parker St. N.E., on 

the Lee University campus, Schim-
mels Park is not operated by the city of 
Cleveland, but the public is welcome to 
enjoy the playground and other ameni-
ties including a picnic pavilion, grills, 
tables and benches.

Schimmels Park is dedicated to the 

Banner photo, AUTUMN HUGHES

A WOLF MASK is part of the Blythe Oldfi eld Playground. Nature themes 
are used throughout the playground, one of Cleveland’s newest.

memory of Cliff  Schimmels, Ph.D., a 
professor of education at Lee Universi-
ty. Schimmels, 1937-2001, is described 
as a “motivator, dreamer, teacher of 

teachers” on a plaque at the park.
The park has a safe surface with 

See PLAYGROUNDS, Page  4



By COLBY DENTON
Staff Writer

As the days grow longer and the 
temperature rises, everyone is look-
ing for something to do. The Museum 
Center at Five Points, in its continuing 
mission to bring educational oppor-
tunities to the community, is off ering 
a plethora of unique events sure to 
attract a slew of diff erent guests of all 
ages throughout the summer months. 

This year is set to be an especially 
busy year for the Museum Center. 
Among the  regular events, such as 
History Happy Hour, Music Under 
the Stars and its annual gala,  will be  
annual summer camps. 

 Janice Neyman, Museum Center 
executive director, said this year’s 
off erings are for all ages. 

“We just recently hosted our Home 
and Garden Show on April 6 alongside 
Steve Hartline. We’ve also got our 

History Happy Hour and the return of 
our vastly popular Artist of the Month 
series, which not only promotes a 
local artist in our store, but also high-
lights the unique talents we have in 
our region,” Neyman said. 

Various classes are being taught by 
the Artists of the Month, including a 
paint pouring class, jewelry-making 
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SCHIMMELS PARK is along Parker Street on the Lee University campus. 
Although it is not operated by the city of Cleveland, the public is welcome to 
enjoy the playground and other amenities.

PLAYGROUNDS
From Page 3

rubber chips cushioning little feet at 
play. Gears, puzzles and games are inte-
grated into the playground equipment, 
inviting youngsters to play tic-tac-toe or 
pretend to operate a store.

On a “Mom” note, I was glad to see the 
playgrounds we visited were fairly neat 
and tidy, with limited graffi  ti and litter. I 
saw a few kids and adults pick up candy 
wrappers and other small debris to put 
into available trash cans.

Other local playgrounds to visit in-
clude: 

• Greenway Park — Located at 775 
Raider Drive. The park is ADA accessi-
ble and features a bike trail, nature trail, 
pavilion, picnic areas and restrooms.

• South Cleveland Community Center 
— Located at 1334 Church St. S.E. The 
park is ADA accessible and features a 
bike trail, nature trail, pavilion, picnic 
areas, restrooms, swimming pool, aqua 
climbing wall, splash park, water slide, 
baseball fi elds, basketball courts and 
other amenities.

• Tinsley Park — Located at 4031 
Keith St. N.W. The park is ADA acces-
sible and features a bike trail, pavilion, 
picnic areas, restrooms, swimming 
pool, skate park, baseball fi elds, volley-
ball courts and other amenities.

• Deer Park — This park at 475 17th St. 
N.W., is in the process of being renovat-
ed.

For more information about the city 
of Cleveland’s parks and playground 
facilities, call 479-4129.

Spring into summer 
at the Museum Center

See MUSEUM, Page 7
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MUSEUM
From Page 4

class and leather bracelet class. 
The fourth installment of History 

Happy Hour for this fi scal year is titled 
“1944.” It will mark the 75th anniver-
sary of D-Day on June 6. This event 
serves as a partnership between the 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
and the Sounds of Tennessee musical 
chorus. 

Neyman says the museum’s member-
ship have risen by nearly 200 members 
within the last year and a half, in part 
because of events like these. 

“We want to create an interest not 
only with adults, but with their chil-
dren. too, as they’re the future of any 
city,” she said. 

The museum’s entire staff  is prepar-
ing for this summer, with the inclusion 
of a new format for its annual summer 
camps. 

The camps off er students an oppor-
tunity to learn from professionals  on 
a variety of subjects. These include 
Architecture and Engineering (ages 
7-12); Architecture and Engineering 
(ages 4-6); First Responders Day (ages 
7-12); First Responders Day (ages 4-6); 

Science and Outdoors camp (ages 7-12); 
A Walk through Local Government 
(ages 12-15); Drama Workshop (ages 12-
15); Kids in Motion (ages 7-12); Made 
in Cleveland (ages 7-12); Tell your Story 
(ages 4-6); Tell your Story (ages 7-12); 
Kiln-Infused Glass (ages 12-15); the 
World of Art (ages 4-6); and a Junior 
Entrepreneur STEM challenge camp 
(incoming juniors and seniors). 

This year’s camps will last between 
1 to 3 days, depending on the camp. 
The only one set to last a full week is 
the Junior Entrepreneur STEM camp, 
set to take place June 10 through 14. 
This camp will involve a partnership 
between the Museum Center and Mi-
chael MacDonald, the founder, director 
and veteran of VETCOM, a business 
that helps veterans start new business-
es and acclimate to post-service life. 
MacDonald is a former engineer, who 
will be teaching the class and integrat-
ing varying levels of critical thinking 
throughout the camp. 

“We’re off ering more STEM and sci-
ence-oriented camps, and also camps 
that focus on Cleveland,” stated Muse-
um Center curator of education Mitch 
Mizell. 

For each camp, the Museum Center 

is partnering with a local company 
or professional from their respective 
fi elds. For instance, for the outdoors 
and science camp, it’s partnering with 
the Bayer Corporation and Cleveland’s 

Master Gardeners. 
Local thespian, songwriter and musi-

cian Jermaine Purifory is teaching the 

THE MUSEUM CENTER at Five Points, while serving as a cultural and 
historical resource for our community, is also a hub for events. This summer, 
in addition to reviving its Artist of the Month series and hosting its upcoming 
History Happy Hour, it’s also hosting its annual summer camps in a new format. 

See CAMPS, Page 6



By CHRISTY ARMSTRONG
Staff Writer

As the summer months approach, 
libraries across the country — includ-
ing the Cleveland Bradley County 
Public Library — are making plans for 
summer reading programs. The idea is 
to get more people 
to become habitual 
readers. 

When I was a 
little girl, I loved 
reading. Participat-
ing in the library’s 
summer reading 
program only en-
couraged my love of 
it. Somewhere along 
the way, that led 
to a love of writing 
as well, and it also 
became one of my 
favorite summer 
activities. 

While many 
people fi nd writing 
daunting, it does 
not have to be. In 
fact, it is a great way 
to practice everyday 
creativity, whether 
you are in the fi fth 
grade or just retired 
from a 50-year 
career. What better 
way to recount sum-
mer fun than with the written word? 

Here are 10 tips to help you get into 

the habit of summer writing: 
1. Get inspired. Good writing be-

gins with good ideas, and they can be 
easy to fi nd during the summer season. 
Did you see something amazing on a 
vacation? Describe it. Did something 
you read in the newspaper stick with 
you? Share your opinion in writing. Are 

your relatives and 
friends silly enough 
to be on a TV sit-
com? Write a story 
inspired by them. 

2. Start small. 
One does not have 
to write a book 
manuscript in order 
to be considered 
an author. Some 
of the best authors 
out there started 
by writing short 
stories, articles, or 
blog posts. Another 
great place to start 
is simply to write in 
a personal journal. 

3. Make it a 
habit. If you start 
with a small writing 
project, you will 
be more likely to 
fi nish said project. 
Becoming a good 
writer is just like 
any other skill; it 
takes practice. A 

daily writing routine, such as writing 
in a personal journal, will help you 

improve your skills at a steady pace. 
4. Know your audience. Do you 

want to share the story of your life with 
a younger generation? Are you wanting 
to share your professional expertise? 
The way you write will depend on the 
message you want to convey to your 
audience. If you are writing for a gen-
eral audience, for example, you should 
avoid using unnecessarily technical 
jargon. 

5. Write fi rst. Sometimes, the 
biggest obstacle to fi nishing a writing 
project is simply getting started. The 
pressure to end up with a good fi nished 
product can make it hard to keep a 
writing project going. Do not get too 
caught up in the details while you are 
trying to fi gure out what to write.

6. Edit second. Check your spelling 
and keep in mind that a computer’s 
spell-check system may not always 
catch mistakes properly. Check your 
grammar. Read your writing to your-
self to see if the words fl ow well. If you 
are stumbling over the words, there is 

a chance your readers might fi nd them 
hard to read as well. 

7. Rearrange third. Your piece of 
writing may have perfect paragraphs, 
but the order the paragraphs are in 
also matters. If you are sharing infor-
mation, you may want to make sure the 
most important information is at the 
top. If you are telling a story, make sure 
your beginning and ending start and 
end things in a satisfying way. 

8. Be like an inventor. Those who 
decide to turn their ideas into real 
products hardly ever go straight from 
conception to production. Rather, they 
make prototypes. Many school teach-
ers stress the value of creating rough 
drafts, which are like prototypes for 
your writing. While writing rough 
drafts may seem tedious, they provide 
your writing with necessary structure. 

9.  Keep at it. Not every piece of 
writing is going to be an award-winner 
— at least not right away. For example, 
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CAMPS
From Page 5

drama workshop. The Cleveland Sto-
rytelling Guild is teaching the Tell Your 
Story camp, and of course, MacDonald is 
teaching the STEM camp. 

“We’ll be fulfi lling our mission, which 
is telling the story of the Ocoee region, 
because that story is past, present and 
future, and by teaching these kids, we’re 
preparing a whole other generation to 
continue caring for our region,” Neyman 
said. 

Serving as one of the premier venues 
in Cleveland, the Museum Center is set 
to host various banquets and proms this 

year as well, such as the Cleveland High 
School prom on May 4, and a fundraiser 
gala for the Sounds of Tennessee on May 
31.

The sponsors for this year’s summer 
camps are Diane MaGee with Deli 
Boys and the Cleveland Knights of 
Columbus. 

In order to capitalize on the variety of 
off erings it hosts each year, Neyman en-
courages all residents to consider joining 
the Museum Center as a member. It not 
only aff ords you signifi cant discounts 
to events,  but also gives you access to 
exclusive, members-only benefi ts.

For more information, go to its website 
at www.museumcenter.org. 

Love summer reading? Try summer writing

Banner photo, DANIEL GUY 

ASHLEY SHERRILL jots down 
some ideas while enjoying the spring-
time weather. Writing is an activity 
people of all ages can enjoy as spring 
turns into summer. 

See WRITING, Page 9
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For more information and sign up visit our website:
www.museumcenter.org or call 423-339-5745

Scholarships available for all camps.
Camps proudly sponsored by

Diane McGhee-Deli Boys
and Cleveland Knights of Columbus. 

• May 28-30:  Architecture & Engineering Camp  (Ages 7-12) 
• June 3-4:  Architecture & Engineering Camp  (4-6) 
• June 5:  First Responders Day  (7-12) 
• June 10-14:  Junior Entrepreneur
 STEM Challenge Camp  (incoming juniors & seniors)
• June 19-21:  Science & Outdoors Camp  (7-12)
• June 24:  A Walk through Local Government  (12-15) 
• June 25-27: Drama Workshop with Jermaine Purifory (12-15)
• July 1-2:  Kids in Motion (7-12)  
• July 9:  Made in Cleveland  (7-12) 
• July 11:  Tell Your Story  (4-6) 
• July 15:  Kiln Infused Glass 
• July 18:  Tell Your Story  (7-12) 
• July 29:  First Responders Day  (4-6) 
• July 30-31:  The World of Art  (4-6) 
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Doing Our Part For A Greener World

Contributed photos

BICYCLE RIDERS can enjoy the many paved roads that wind throughout 
Chickamauga Battlefi eld, in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga.

THE BROTHERTON CABIN, below, at Chickamauga Battlefi eld was 
used as a hospital during the battle in 1863.

Chickamauga Battlefi eld
offers summer fun and learning

By TIM SINIARD
Staff Writer

Those looking for nearby places to 
visit this spring and summer should 
consider Chickamauga Battlefi eld 
in Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia. Part of 
the Chickamauga and Chattanooga 
National Military Park, there will be 
plenty of activities for history buff s and 
outdoor enthusiasts who want to enjoy 
the park’s more than 10,000 acres of 
federally protected land.

A location of one of the fi nal battles 
of the Civil War won by the Confed-
eracy, the Battle of Chickamauga was 
a pyrrhic victory for Gen. Braxton 
Bragg’s Army of Tennessee when it 
was later trounced by the Union forces 
led by Ulysses S. Grant in Chattanoo-
ga. The South’s defeat in Chattanooga 
cleared the way to Atlanta, where 
Union Gen. William Tecumseh Sher-

man led his army on its march to the 
sea, living off  the land and splitting the 
Confederacy in two before reaching 
Savannah, on the Georgia coast.

Today, Chickamauga Battlefi eld is 
a bucolic, peaceful setting on about 
5,300 acres in Northwest Georgia, 
where deer can be seen playing in 
meadows lined by thick forest, bicycle 
riders can enjoy the many roads that 
wind through the park, and visitors can 
travel the 50 miles of hiking trails that 
stretch through it. 

The only caveat concerning rec-
reation is that, as the park’s website 
notes, “It may be tempting to see the 
scenic beauty of the park as an ideal 
location to engage in recreational activ-
ities. However, please remember  this is 
a place were thousands of people were 
killed, wounded, or even forced from 

See CHICKAMAUGA, Page 9
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WRITING
From Page 6

many authors who are popular today 
did not even have their earliest works 
published. A lack of immediate success 
is not a reason to quit. Every subpar 
project is practice on the path to a 
better one. 

10. Share your work. I have had 
several conversations with aspiring 
writers who are afraid to share their 
work. Though writing in and of itself 
can be therapeutic, it can be gratifying 
to take the leap. One easy way to do 
this is to start a blog or social media 
page for your writing and post regular-
ly. 

Bonus tip: It can also be benefi cial to 
meet other authors with whom you can 
discuss your ideas. One local option is 
the Southeastern Writers Alliance, a 
writing group for adults which meets at 
7 p.m. on the second Monday of every 
month at the Cleveland Bradley County 
Public Library. The library also has 
its own writing clubs for children and 
teens ages 9 and up. 

While you should defi nitely make 
time for reading this summer, I would 
also encourage you to give writing a 
try. The worst that could happen is you 
become a published author!

Banner photo, DANIEL GUY 

BRIANNA PONTEZ gets 
started on some writing. Though 
many think of reading as a go-to 
summer activity, writing during sum-
mertime can be just as gratifying. 

CHICKAMAUGA
From Page 8

their homes. As a result, most recre-
ational activities are prohibited except 
in designated areas.” 

Biking is permitted on all paved 
roads within the park and on a limited 
number of trails, as indicated on trail 
maps. From May to October, ranger-led 
bicycle tours will be held on the third 
Saturday of each month, at 9:30 a.m. 
(helmets are required for all bicycle 
riders in the park age 15 and under). 

There are also four designated picnic 
areas within the park, and visitors are 
encouraged to follow “Leave No Trace” 
principles.

In addition to enjoying the outdoors, 
Chickamauga Battlefi eld holds several 
visitor programs  that educate, as well 
as entertain.

On Saturday, May 11, a special 
program on the Confederate Army of 
Tennessee will be held. The guided tour 
begins at 2 p.m. and will last for one 
hour.

On May 18,  a discussion regarding 
families who lived in the area before 

the Civil War will be presented during 
“Homespun: Life in 19th Century 
North Georgia.” It will be held from 1 
to 4 p.m. From 2 to 3 p.m., a special 
hands-on activity just for kids will be 
held.

On Saturday, May 25, park staff  will 
host “Mute Testimony to the Struggle: 
Larkin Poe’s Experiences at Chickam-
auga,” a discussion of Poe’s life at the 
battlefi eld before the war, as well as his 
experiences as a Confederate soldier. 
The event begins at 2 p.m. and lasts 
one hour.

June is packed with weekly events, 

beginning with a panel discussion on 
Confederate Gen. James Longstreet. 
The discussion takes place on Saturday, 
June 1, at 11 a.m., and will feature park 
rangers as well as historians.

Inside the Visitor Center are exhib-
its depicting the Civil War era, as well 
as the Fuller Gun Collection, which is 
considered one of the fi nest small-arms 
collections in the nation.

Events are also scheduled at Point 
Park on Lookout Mountain, as well as 
other locations. For more information, 
call 706-866-9241 or visit https://
www.nps.gov/chch/index.htm.



10—Cleveland Daily Banner—Tuesday, April 16, 2019 www.clevelandbanner.com

SURFSUPCARWASH.COM
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2575 GUTHRIE STREET NW
Behind Dunkin Donuts Off 25th Street

GET A FREE MONTHGET A FREE MONTH
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Southeast Tennessee and Southeast Tennessee and 

the Ocoee Regionthe Ocoee Region

We hope everyone enjoysWe hope everyone enjoys
SUMMER LIVINGSUMMER LIVING

A stroll through Cleveland s̒ history

THE FIRST STOP ON a Cleveland history 
tour is a short drive away from the main leg of the 

trek, at the Hair Conrad Cabin of Blythewood 
Farms, off Harrison Pike. This is private property, 
but you can see the historic cabin from the road. 

Tekahskeh, or Hair Conrad as he came to be 
known, lived in this cabin with his wife, Ollie Candy, 

as early as 1804. Conrad was an important leader 
of the fi rst detachment of Cherokees leaving Fort 

Cass, on the Trail of Tears. Historians say the cabin 
is Cleveland’s oldest standing residential structure. Banner photos and  cap-

tions by DANIEL GUY

More photos and history, 
Pages 11 and 12.
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Financed by the local Sons of the American FiFinan ncedd by thththheee loloocacacal l SoSoSonsnss ooof ff f thththhe ee AmAmAmA
Revolution, the statue was installed by artistoolulution, the ststtatatatueueueu wwwasas iinsnsnstatatalllll
Joshua Coleman on April 19, 2013.CColollememana  on n ApAppriririlll 1919

Do you know how much history can be found 
along the streets of downtown Cleveland? A 
walk along the streets — with an auto tour 
option — brings into focus just how old and 
beautiful Cleveland is. Check the Chamber 

for a brochure, then take a stroll through 
historic Cleveland ....

THE OLDEST 
EXISTING 
CHURCH build-
ing in Cleveland, 
First Presbyterian 
Church, has seen 
its fair share of his-
tory. Construction 
began in 1856, and 
it was dedicated 
two years later 
in October 1858. 
Musket balls from 
The Civil War are 
still embedded 
in the steeple 
and walls of the 
church.
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472-3357
2700 20th NE • Cleveland

FREE DELIVERY
BUILDING SUPPLIES

• SHEETROCK
• DOORS
• MOULDING
• CEILING TILE

• ROOFING
• SIDING
• WINDOWS
• INSULATION

• LUMBER
• POWER TOOLS
• HARDWARE
• PAINTS

HOURS: 7 A.M. - 5:30 P.M. M-F
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A COUPLE BLOCKS OVER, sits St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church, which was built in 1872 in the 
Gothic Revival style. John H. Craigmiles built the 
church to honor the memory of his 7-year-old 
daughter, Nina, who died tragically when the 
buggy in which she was riding was hit by a train. 
A mausoleum, sculpted by Italian sculptor Fabia 
Cotte, has 4-foot-thick walls and free air circu-
lation. It is also the subject of Cleveland’s most 
famous ghost story, “Stains on the Mausoleum,” 
found in “13 Tennessee Ghosts and Jeffrey” by 
Katherine Tucker Windham.

RESIDING AT THE SPLIT of North 
Ocoee St. and Broad St. S.W., the Confederate 
Monument depicts a lone soldier. It is inscribed, 

“To our known and unknown Confederate Dead 
1861-1865” and with the United Daughters of 

the Confederacy’s motto, “Man was not born to 
himself alone, but to his country.” The obelisk that 

sits behind the Confederate soldier was erected 
in remembrance of three young men, John M. 

Hardwick, Will G. Steed and Will F. Marshall, who 
were killed in a train accident in 1889.
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MANUFACTURING has always been an important part of Cleveland’s his-
tory and the Old Woolen Mill is a site that commands awareness. The Hardwick 
Woolen Mill originally employed 20 people, mostly women, and began producing 
fabric goods on Oct. 1, 1880. Today, the building is home to commercial shops, 
a dance studio, loft apartments and an event rental facility.

Banner photo, DANIEL GUY

AFTER ENJOYING A GOOD book, make your way past Johnston Park 
to the site of the old Princess Theater, hosting show after show of fi lms of the 
Vaudeville variety. Today, the building serves as the headquarters for the United 
Way of the Ocoee Region, but the newly completed mural on its side preserves 
a piece of the Princess’ history.
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